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DATES FOR THE
DIARY

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
It brings me great joy that the St Leonards Campus of the International

Chinese New Year

Chinese School has finally opened with its first students (Year 2/3)

Week Commencing Monday

commencing on Thursday 4th February.

8th February

Meet the Teacher Evening
(Online)
Thursday 11 February

Last Day Term 1
Thursday 1st April

Our community is well aware of the long and difficult path the School has
endured to gain approval to commence on site. I first viewed the property in
late 2017. At that time something stirred within me suggesting that 211 Pacific
Highway was to be the future site for the School. Throughout 2018 the School
Board considered other sites however it became apparent that the only viable
option was St Leonards. After a two-year prolonged process, finally the
School has a home.

Students Commence Term 2
Tuesday 20th April

Chinese Language
Spectacular
Wednesday 8th December

First student to arrive at the new campus was Enoch (Yr 2) [pictured] closely
followed by his classmates. On Monday 8th February students from Year 1,
4/5 also moved across. Students were excited by their fresh new learning
facilities, large classrooms and of course the chance to run around on
neighbouring Gore Hill Oval at lunch time.

Kindergarten will join the rest of the school when the ‘Kiss & Drop’ zone and slip lane on the highway are
finished. This is expected to be at the beginning of next term.

ICS is God’s school, and He wants the best for your/His children. It was His will for the School to relocate 211
Pacific Highway St Leonards. It is a reminder that nothing can stand in the way of Jesus’ Kingdom plans.

“Many are the plans in the mind of a man,
but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand.” (Proverbs 19:21)

Peter Jamieson
Principal

ST LEONARDS UPDATE
ICS St Leonards Campus is off and running with Years 1, 4/5
joining Years 2/3 on Monday, February 8th. Year 2/3 have had a
couple of fun days of learning on the site. Mrs Witanowski
prepared a special welcome for her students that featured a
balloon arch as they entered their classroom for the first time.

Particularly pleasing was the joy on the students’ faces at
lunchtime, when they had the opportunity to run and play on the
huge oval at Gore Hill Park. This is the first time in the School’s
history that students have enjoyed such freedom in their
breaktime.

The construction fence has bene erected in The Avenue, and construction of the ‘Kiss & Drop’ zone as well as the
slip-lane on the highway will commence soon. When these are completed, hopefully by the end of term, parents will
be able to drop/pick up their children at the school site.

RESPECT FOR TRADITIONAL LANDOWNERS
It is important for our school community to acknowledge
and pay its respects to the original landowners of the land
upon which the new St Leonards Campus stands, the
Gammeragal Clan of North Sydney.

For over 40,000 years the Gammeragal Clan lived in
harmony with the environment and have a continuing
connection with the land. ICS will always welcome
Aboriginal People and pay respect to the people of the
Gammeragal Clan of the Eora Nation, their ancestors, and
the First Nations and Aboriginal People we now share our
country with.

There is a prominent plaque on the wall adjacent to the
entry ramp to the School, which stands as a reminder of
the ongoing significance of this site to the local Aboriginal
people.

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS
We welcome the following students and their families to our school community.
Kindergarten: Alexi, Declan, Eleanor,
Emma, Ernest, Felix, Harper, Isabelle,
Jasper, Jonathon, Joshua, Justen, Michael,
Samuel, Sansar, Scarlett, Sorcha, Eva.

Year 1: Carsten, Zara.
Year 2/3: Adelaide, Maxwell.
Year 4/5: Genevieve (welcome back).

STUDENT BUS TRAVEL

Students must travel to the St Leonards Campus by minibus according to the conditions placed upon us by
Willoughby Council. The drop off/pick up location for parents is the School’s Chatswood campus at St
Paul’s Anglican Church.

The drop off/pick up times at St Paul’s are as follows and must be adhered to:

Class

Morning

Afternoon

Years 4/5

Bus Departs

8.20am

Bus Returns

3.00pm

Years 2/3

Bus Departs

8.35am

Bus Returns

3.15pm

Year 1

Bus Departs

8.50am

Bus Returns

3.30pm

Students are required to be dropped off at St Paul’s 10 minutes before their morning bus is due to depart.
Late arrival may mean your child won’t be able to attend school that day as no vehicular drop offs are
permitted at St Leonards.

Only students who live close to the St Leonards’ campus are permitted to walk to and from school, and
parents need to inform the school of this by emailing stephanie.jefferson@intcs.nsw.edu.au.

UNIFORM
The uniform has been worn well over the first week of school. Just a few general reminders appear below:

Shoes must be black leather traditional school shoes.
Girls hair that is shoulder length or longer must be tied back with a navy or red hair
tie. To keep fringes out of eyes plain red or navy headbands or clips should be
worn.
All students wear sport uniform on Fridays.
Please label all uniform items with your child’s name.

For further clarity on uniform code please refer to the Parent Handbook.

MEET THE TEACHER EVENING (THURS FEBRUARY 11TH)

Due to continuing COVID regulations we will not be able to hold our annual ‘Meet the Teacher Evening’ on
the school site.

The School will still be holding the ‘Meet the Teacher Evening’ online via ZOOM on Thursday 11th February
commencing at 5:00pm. More information including log-in details will be distributed prior the event.
Teachers will talk about their class expectations and routines for 30-40 mins, and there will be 15 mins
allocated for general questions.

PARENT TOURS OF ST LEONARDS CAMPUS
COVID regulations make it difficult to schedule open tours of the new St Leonards’ campus. The School will
be hosting small year group-based tours. As parking is an issue at the site it is proposed that parents gather
shortly after morning drop off time, perhaps have a coffee together and then visit the site.

The table below provides information regarding the planned campus tours. Please contact the listed parent
coordinator to obtain greater detail.

Date

Yr Group

Contact

Child/ren

Email

Thurs 11th Feb

2

Gloria Nien

Josie (Yr 2)

glorianien@hotmail.com

Fri 12th Feb

3

Deb Fung

Tegan (Yr 3)

debfung@gmail.com

Mon 15th Feb

K

Joyce Lee

Jonathon (K) Olive (Yr3)

mikejoycelee@gmail.com

Tues 16th Feb

4/5

Eva Lee

Skye (Yr5) Kristen (Yr1)

eva.mak.lee@gmail.com

Wed 17th Feb

1

Mei Ann

Isabelle (Yr 1) Grace

meiannchoong@icloud.com

Choong

(Yr 2)

For those unable to attend due to work commitments alternate tours will be arranged at a later date.

IN THE CLASSROOM
The following photos provide a snapshot of what has been happening in the classroom during the first week
of the school year.

COMMUNITY MEMBER OF THE
FORTNIGHT

SPORT
Students will be

This week we feature a new face to our community,
Year 2/3 teacher Mrs Witanowski. Students were
excited by her creativity and enthusiasm on their first
day of school (at St Leonards). Students were
welcomed by a balloon arch within their classroom,
enjoyed bubble blowing at recess as well as fun
classroom activities. The sign on their classroom door

participating in sport lessons
on Fridays and therefore
need to wear their sports
uniform. During Term 1 Class
2/3 and 4/5 will be doing
Gymnastics with external
provider Sportspro. These
sessions will be run indoors,

read:

in the assembly room on
WHERE THE

ground floor at St Leonards..

ADVENTURE BEGINS!
2 & 3 CLASS AWESOME
2021

STATIONERY
Stationery packs have been distributed to students. If you
have not paid for your child’s stationery pack, please
transfer the relevant amount to the School’s bank
account. Please ensure all stationery is labelled with your
child’s name.

CHINESE NEW YEAR
This week the School celebrates Chinese New Year.
Unfortunately, due to COVID regulations, the School will
not be able to conduct its usual Chinese New Year Dinner
and Assembly. Dr Liang is preparing some special
activities for students that will not only celebrate the
event but teach them the cultural significance of
traditions associated with Chinese New Year. Keep an
eye of the next edition of the newsletter for pictures and
reports..

Mr Jamieson was so impressed that he thought of
returning to primary school just to join the class.

CHINESE CHARACTERS OF
THE FORTNIGHT

Happy Chinese New Year

