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DATES FOR THE
DIARY
Last Day Term 1
Thursday 1st April

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
PREPARING FOR EASTER
We have a tendency to be somewhat glib when we hear the Easter story.
However, a genuine reading of the biblical narrative reveals how Jesus was
deserted by his companions, convicted on false testimony, mocked and

Parent Teacher Interviews

tortured then was nailed to a wooden cross and left to die.

April 19th, 20th, 21st
I was once asked what sort of God would allow this to happen to his Son.

Students Commence
Term 2
Monday 26th April

The answer is confronting yet simple. A loving God! A God that loves us so
much that he allowed his Son to suffer and die so that we can live. Jesus’
death, the sacrifice of the perfect and innocent Lamb of God, paid the
debt for all of our sins.

Chinese Language
Spectacular
Wednesday 8th December

But the story did not end there. Jesus’ physical resurrection proved his
power to defeat sin and death and offer us eternal life with Him.

In the lead up to Easter I encourage our community to reflect upon the following readings. These scriptures
cover the week leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection, the period often referred to as the Passion
Week:

Monday: Luke 19:28-44
Tuesday: Luke 19:45-46, Luke 20:1 – 21:4
Wednesday: Luke 22:7-13
Thursday: Luke 22:14-46
Friday: Luke 22:47 – 23:54
Sunday: Luke 24:1-53

GREAT WEATHER FOR DUCKS
What a wet week we have just experienced! The media reported it as a 1:50 year rain event.

Students (and staff) found themselves locked indoors for many days as the rain prevented lunch play on
the oval. There were also some drenchings as students dashed for the bus in the afternoon.

While we may have been inconvenienced by the wet
weather, many people across the state suffered great
loss due to flooding. Close to my home the Nepean
River rose beyond the 1961 record flood level at Penrith
reaching 10 metres. In my 57 years of living in the Blue
Mountains/Penrith region I have never before seen the
river level so high. The photo accompanying my report
is a good 2 metres below the level the river peaked
at.

As a community we should pray for those around the
state who have suffered loss and hardship through the
floods. May God grant them peace in the midst of
chaos, and may their lives return to normal very
quickly.

ACADEMIC REFLECTIONS
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected people
across the globe. While the impact of the
pandemic in Australia has been less severe than
other regions of the world, it has still presented
challenges to family life.

Research undertaken by ‘Cluey learning’ has
revealed a general concern among Australian
parents regarding the impact of COVID on
children’s schooling. This is reasonable considering
that schools were closed from the end of March to
mid-June, and then there was a gradual easing
back to full-time attendance.

Outlined in the report, 74 per cent of Australian parents felt that their child’s
education was adversely affected by COVID-19. Chief learning officer, Selina
Samuels, said last year’s disruption to schooling has really highlighted to parents
the importance of understanding how each child is progressing in their learning.

“This was something that they found really hard to understand and address during lockdown. In
particular, we are seeing renewed emphasis on fundamental literacy and numeracy skills that are
foundational to further achievement,” Samuels said.

“In that context, NAPLAN plays an important role in benchmarking learning across the country.”

NAPLAN is just one of the measures that teachers at ICS use to assess student progress. The benefit of
NAPLAN is it provides real time comparisons on student literacy and numeracy skills across Australia.
This year our teachers will be paying particular attention to NAPLAN performance to identify learning
shortfalls that may have resulted from the impact of COVID. These will then become the focus of
teaching to ensure that any gaps in learning are filled.

Peter Jamieson
Principal

IN THE CLASSROOM
Students have been actively engaged in some
interesting learning opportunities over the past
fortnight.

Year 1 have been enjoying a ‘Schoolyard Safari’ as
they explore the many non-human inhabitants of our
school site. The recent wet weather has provided a
wonderful opportunity to investigate the private lives of snails,
slugs, worms and other slippery things.

In Science Year 5 explored the effect of heat on matter. They discovered
that cold makes things shrink, and heat makes them expand. This was shown
through a simple experiment using everyday objects (drink bottles, balloons and water of varying
temperatures).

Year 2/3 are preparing to write a letter to City of Sydney Lord Mayor, Clover Moore, regarding some
practical needs of the Chinese community. In preparation for this Mianka’s mum, Mathuri, visited the class to
provide tips on writing such correspondence. In particular she focussed on using persuasion and writing in a
clear and concise manner. The students really enjoyed her visit and spent time refining their own writing
skills.

Kindergarten enjoyed some physical activity on Friday
afternoon with a PE lesson run by Miss Nguyen and Dr
Liang. They all (especially Miss Nguyen) worked up a real
sweat as they ran, hopped, and kicked their way through
the activities. Mr Jamieson is presently exploring
possibilities for some special visitors to provide further
active and interesting outdoor sessions for Kindergarten
students over the upcoming term.

COMMUNITY MEMBER OF THE FORTNIGHT
This edition we feature
Mianka’s (Yr 3) mum, Mathuri.
Mathuri is well known to our
community. She was very active
in our campaign last year to
gain Council support for our
relocation to St Leonards.

Last week Mathuri made a guest appearance for Year 2/3 sharing from her
career experience on how to write in a concise and persuasive manner. Our
school values Mathuri’s ongoing contribution to our community.

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
It is no surprise that waste is
generated from daily school activities.
Therefore, it is prudent that
sustainable measures be put in place
to manage the garbage for the future
of our environment. Minimising the
amount of rubbish can also play a
significant role in maintaining a clean
and safe environment for children to
learn.

Eco-friendly practices across the
School encourage children to grow as
responsible global citizens.

Two specific student-based activities have been implemented at the School to promote sustainable waste
management.

'GREEN WARRIORS' (CLASS 4/5)
The role of the ‘Green Warriors’ is to Champion and promote sustainable waste management through the School’s
composting program. More specifically, the role of the ‘Green Warriors’ involves:

Promotion of sustainable practices through composting throughout the School.
Daily collection and sorting of compostable food wastes at the school.
Disposal of compostable waste either to composting or worm farm.
Oversight and management of the ICS composting barrel.
Care for and management of the ICS worm farm.
Care for and management of the Gardens around the School.

Four ‘Green Warriors’ will be elected termly. For Term One the green warriors are Oisin, Jeremy, Skye and
Genevieve (pictured with our newly acquired composting barrel and worm farm).

'WHITE KNIGHTS' (CLASS 2/3)
The role of the ‘White Knights’ is to Champion and promote sustainable waste management through the
School’s paper/cardboard recycling program. More specifically the role of the ‘White Kights’ involves:

Promotion of sustainable practices through
recycling of waste cardboard/paper
throughout the School.
Weekly collection of paper waste from
recycling bins within classrooms and
administration.
Sorting of paper waste into:
Paper that is blank on one side that can be
reused for classroom activities or
notepads.
Paper/cardboard that can be flattened
and removed to 240L blue lidded
cardboard waste bin.
Ensure 240L blue lidded waste bin is located
in its fortnightly waste removal location.

Four ‘White Knights’ will be elected termly. For Term One the White Knights are Mianka, Enoch, Zoe, Max.

ST LEONARDS CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Construction of the Kiss and Drop zone has
commenced and already earth moving machinery
has arrived onsite. Most of the work on the Avenue
will be completed over the extended holiday break
allowing for bus drop off/pick up of students to
continue next term. The whole project is estimated
to take 7 weeks and will be finished by the end of
May.

We are in the final stage of approval with Traffic for
NSW in relation to the slip lane on the Pacific
Highway. Tender documents are being prepared
and it is imagined this project will be completed by
the end of Term 2.

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE

The Premier’s Reading Challenge has kicked off at ICS – it was pleasing to see students’ interest as I visited
classes last Wednesday. Students were given a note to take home (with a nomination slip at the bottom to
be returned by 31st of March), and a personal reading log. I hope that the technical delays for our online
reading log accounts do not deter us from starting our reading already! Please record books your child has
read on the paper reading log in the meantime – the books include those read from the start of the year.

At ICS, we hope that we can continue or foster our students’ love and good habit of reading, including
reading widely and experiencing quality literature. We hope that students complete the Challenge with the
intention of reading beyond, into the next year, high school and adulthood.

The Challenge opened on the 1st of March and will close on the 20th of August at 11.59pm. Please submit
online reading records (once they are ready for use) by then so that they can be validated for a certificate in
Term 4.

The book lists for the Premier’s Reading Challenge can be found here on their website:
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/home.html . Students in K-2 are required to read 30 books in
total (25 from the PRC list, 5 Personal Choice which can be in their home language). Students in 3-4, 5-6,
must read 20 books (15 from the PRC list, 5 Personal Choice which can be in their home language). Students
are welcome to exceed the total required by the Premier’s Reading Challenge on their reading log! A
personal reading log (if not received yet, or more copies) can be downloaded at
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/readingLog.html.

K-2 students can read by themselves, with someone else like a buddy or an adult, or record books read in
class with the teacher. 3-4, 5-6 students read books on their own, but a teacher or parent can help them
choose the books to read.

It is a good idea to visit the local library to have a look at the books from the reading levels and to determine
the right one for your child. You may need the librarian to assist you with this. PRC list books usually have a
coloured sticker indicating their year level. Choose a reading level that is appropriate for their reading
ability, age and maturity. For example, a Year 2 child who can read chapter books might find enjoyment
reading from the 3-4 list, but may not be ready for the themes in the 5-6 list. However, there may be
exceptions and your child may be ready for that reading level if they choose the right books from that list. If
you would like your child to be allocated a specific reading level (K-2, 3-4, 5-6) that is beyond their current
year level at school, please email me at karen.zhou@intcs.nsw.edu.au.

If your child needs additional help with reading, they have the option of reading alongside an audio
recording of the book, or reading from the Easy Reads List, which can also be found at
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/home.html . If they wish to read books from a lower level, please
email me at karen.zhou@intcs.nsw.edu.au .

In the meantime, happy reading or happy choosing books with your child! It is also a good idea to familiarise
yourself with the information about PRC at their website, in regards to rules, news and tips:
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
More details will follow once the online logins and passwords have been organised.

Miss Zhou, PRC Coordinator

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
A reminder to all families that the last day of Term 1 for students is Thursday 1st April. Term 2
commences for students on Monday April 26th.

