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DATES FOR THE
DIARY

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
I came across a very interesting article about the risks of children

Screen free days

accessing inappropriate sites on their personal smart watches and
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mobile phones.
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Mr Andrew Hawkins, Headmaster of The Southport School, an Anglican
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School, expressed his concern,
"They literally can access anything on their phone or their smart watch,

Friday 27th August

which is dangerous.”
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ICS has been proactive in protecting students from the risk in banning
smart watches and mobile phones from school.
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Friday 25th June
Friday 25th June

I will go one step further and question the need for Primary school age
children to own such devices. My concern is that smart watches and

mobiles are marketed as an accessory, and that as parents we tend to succumb to marketing pressure in
purchasing these devices for our children.

The other danger is in viewing these devices as entertainment for our children. Research estimates that
children and teens spend about 44.5 hours each week in front of digital screens. There is not only the risk
from accessing inappropriate sites, with half of young people (47%) reporting being victims of cyber bullying
having received intimidating, threatening or nasty messages online. And then there is the risk of children
being groomed by online predators.

In keeping our children safe I encourage parents to resist pressure from their children to buy them smart
watches and mobile phones. It would benefit children if the provision of such devices was delayed until
children become more independent and personally mobile in their mid-teens.

The article can be found at https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-07-14/teachers-raise-porn-risk-forstudents-with-smart-devices/100243984

This edition of the newsletter features photos of online lessons.

Peter Jamieson
Principal

APPROVAL FOR ALL
STUDENTS TO BE AT ST
LEONARDS
Our school community was excited to receive
formal approval from the NSW DPIE for all students
(max 74) to attend the St Leonards’ school campus
even prior to the completion of the slip-lane off the
highway. Children will still need to be bussed daily
from and back to the Chatswood site at St Paul’s
Anglican Church. Before school care will be at
Chatswood, but after-school care will be
conducted at the St Leonard’s campus.

From this Monday, August 2nd, children of essential
service workers will have their schooling at St
Leonards. A reminder that in line with the COVID
regulations onsite schooling is only for children of
essential service workers. Mr Jamieson must be
informed via email of a such attendances
(principal@intcs.nsw.edu.au).

COVID UPDATE
Students have experienced a smooth transition into online learning which proved necessary due to the COVID
lockdown.

The commitment and hard work of our teachers is to be acknowledged. Drawing on their experience from last year
teachers worked throughout the holidays to ensure online lessons were ready for students for the first day of term.

Students also are to be commended on their commitment to online classes. Most have come fully prepared and
enthusiastic for learning each day.

Last, but not least parents need to be praised for their understanding of the situation and their efforts in supervising
their children while also trying to work from home.

From all indications the restrictions will be in force for some time yet, and it is important that students maintain their
focus during these challenging times.

Please note that online learning is not optional, and students are expected to log into and participate in every
session. Rolls are marked each session. Students who do not attend sessions will be marked absent either full day if
all are missed, or part day if they miss one or log out of a lesson early. An absentee note is required for all absences
and must provide an adequate reason for the absence. A student who leaves a lesson part way through will be
treated as a partial absence and also require a note.

Daily session times are outlined below:
8:40 - 10:00am

Session 1 (online)

11:00 - 11:15am Devotions (online)
11:15 - 12:30pm Session 2 (online)
1:30 - 2:00pm

Session 3 (independent work)

Devotions are part of the normal school day, and
all students must log on for this session.

ONLINE SCREEN TIME
A significant proportion of parents have expressed concern about the amount of screen time for their
children. Post the brief survey teachers will be limiting additional screen time to a maximum of 30 minutes a
day (total across all subjects) over and above students’ two online sessions.

Further, students will have a screen free day once every three weeks. Optional worksheets will be provided
for students, but parents can choose to give their children a complete break for the day if they so desire.

The dates of the screen free days are:
Wednesdays the 4th, 25th August and 15th September.

In managing screen time it is strongly recommended that parents limit their children’s recreational screen
time giving priority to their online learning. One family communicated that they have stopped their children
watching television on school days to manage their concerns.

TEACHING RESOURCES FOR ONLINE
LEARNING
A number of parents have suggested, and even volunteered to distribute textbooks from the class to reduce
the amount of preparation for teachers and copying for parents.

With the tightening of restrictions to do so would be in contravention of present COVID regulations. School
families are spread out, and several live in the Eastern Suburbs. We would not wish the School to be seen as
a super-spreader if perchance COVID was passed on through our community. So, for now we will need
forge ahead with the present arrangements.

I have asked staff to have worksheets emailed to parents ahead of time to allow adequate opportunity to
print. Please ensure your child’s worksheets are printed well in advance and organised in order in their
workspace ready for each day of learning.

ZOOM MORNING TEAS WITH THE
PRINCIPAL
Opportunities to meet together have been limited over the last 12 months with COVID and issues surrounding
drop off/pick up times.

The ZOOM morning teas provided an opportunity to enhance the partnership between home and school. Mr
Jamieson and parents have enjoyed a coffee and chat about school and life in general. As a community we
need to continue to think of creative ways to connect throughout these challenging times.

SEMESTER 1 ACADEMIC
REPORTS
Due to COVID restrictions academic reports were sent home electronically last week. Hard copies, signed by
teachers, will be sent home with students once the lock-down is over. Rather than hold formal
parent/teacher interview sessions please make direct contact with your child’s teacher should you wish to
discuss your child’s progress.

PARENT SURVEY
Thank you to those families who participated in the recent attitudinal survey about the School.

It was encouraging to overall receive very positive responses that testify to the wonderful learning community
we share at ICS. This was particularly pleasing considering the challenges of the past 12 months with COVID
and the delay in full school occupation of the St Leonards site.

For further detail refer to the survey summary report that was emailed home on July 16.

TERM DATES 2022
Term dates for 2022 are as follows:

2021 ICS CHINESE LANGUAGE
SPECTACULAR
Once again we have been forced to cancel this year’s Chinese Language Spectacular. With the extension of
the lockdown adequate time would not be available to prepare students for such an event. Further, there
would be no guarantee that the School would be permitted to host the event within the Zenith Theatre.

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
Our students have been stars at reading! As many as 30 students have completed the Challenge already,
across all our year groups. Many are on their way to completion, and I look forward to validating those
students’ reading records also.

I’ve finished the challenge, what should I do now?
Encourage your child to keep reading and enjoying various books (might be difficult given present
circumstances and the inaccessibility of the library, but I will offer options later in this post). You may wish to
ask them questions, such as:

What was your favourite book from the Challenge?
Who was a character that really stood out to you?
Which “world” (or setting) did you enjoy the most?

The theme for this year’s Book Week is “Old World, New Worlds, Other Worlds”. Book Week will be held from
August 21st to 27th this year. We hope to still have celebrations and activities in place for students to enjoy
despite online challenges. Stay tuned for more!

What are the online options available for my child’s reading to continue?
If your child has finished the challenge, they can continue reading books, however they can also broaden
their scope of reading, by turning to great websites such as:

https://www.kidsnews.com.au/ A very up-to-date kids news website that lets you adjust the reading level
(Green Orange Red) for your child.

https://theschoolmagazine.com.au/explore Read a range of different texts here at The School Magazine.
Different levels available for your child to enjoy.

If your child has not yet finished the challenge, and would like to read books, but can’t access many at
home, Epic is a great website that offers a monthly $9.99 subscription. Joining will give your child access to
many popular, high quality digital books that can also be found on the PRC list.
Alternatively, you can enquire about e-book access at your local library for your child.

When does the Challenge end again?

The PRC team have postponed the deadline by 2 weeks to Friday 3rd September, 11.59pm. Children are
encouraged to submit their reading record by then. Books read from the start of the year can also be listed
on the Student Reading Log.

Are there still IT issues present when I access the student website?
The PRC team has received my emails and have forwarded it on to IT, who have addressed the issue for our
students. If there is an IT issue still present (whether it be a broken survey page still or a new
username/password needed), please do not hesitate to let me know via email.
Thank you for your time and support!

Best wishes and regards,

Ms Karen Zhou
2021 PRC Coordinator

